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HABS No. 28-17 
Pagel-       ^g5 

CORNISH MINER'S HOUSE [NO. ij 
Mineral Point, Iowa Co- 

Wisconsin 

Owner.;. Not given. 

Date of Erection; About 1823, 

Architect and Builder;  No record. 

££££§£& Condition; Poor, 

Number of Stories; Two* 

Materials of Construction: Stone* 

Otter Existing Records: None* 

Additional Data: See following pages. 

H»C»F. 
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In the boo,w days when the sine mines were in 

full operation the city of Mineral Point, Wisconsin, was a 

city of approximately 4800 inhabitants*  Today it has shrunk 

to a h'hre 3000 due to the closing up of the mines.  It is a 

vicinity of poor farms because or the immense and varied 

rock formations which crop up out of the earth at every turn. 

The30 rocks have been quarried'and used in the construction 

of the majority of buildings of the city*  It is a stone 

of a yellowish cast which wears well and weathers beautifully. 

In the city are to be found a railroad station, a bank, 

churches, business blocks and residences without number all 

built of this same material as woll as the Cornish miners1, 

houses.  These latter houses are to be found principally"in 

one section of the city, namely 3 the- old part,  host of bhein. 

are situated on Shakorag alley. 

As the drawings indicate^they are modest ^ith but 

two roons on- a floor,  hack has a-rr^kc^ ie thrt ^wlwoiprj 

room.  Closets, bath roowis .and 'base ^ b     ^^ ^a ' r p-    \k  hr 

substitute for the latter are to be "or ?* * ■> * «. "a" < e of 

collars ana; out of the solid rock ?  o^'ac^ly Ir   ! ;f '. ch -IG 

"'onsen*  This indicates that the- ho^c *i   -  ,f> s'tuai-od on -> 

shcoinw hillside wkich .is vorj  of ts n i h - era** 

.These houses bear closr h <- ^c,ion.  w" ay naue 

frow the vear 1828 or immediately Ufrsdkor.   Tie w?allc ara 
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in  tho majority  of  eases  ?0:!  thick,     The a/indov/s  are  placed 

tte&r     the  outride   face   of  tho  wall t Ajja^Ottaaaarfkafeeaa^aBg tftafciirg 

deep   window  reveals.     These   aro   splayed  ,'.md   construe tod  of 

wood,     hhe floors   are   of Dine boards   of varied widths.     Ihe 

joists  and  timbers  aro   of  logs   or  saplings  evened  on one 

side   bo  receive  the boarding.     Laths   are   of   the handout  type 

and  generally   of  oak,     fho  cosings  and  other  trim  is   of a 

very prir;iitive  type.     The  stairways   In most  cases have   open 

risers  and no handrails^     Just  a   type  of   ladder. 

fhe   stone  work  on  the   outside   is   the   chief   charm 

of  these  houses.     Usually  on the  front  or  important  elevation 

the   stone  is   coursed  in units  of  about  15"  high.     The  side 

and roar  walls  are  constructed  of  similar  stone but  laid up 

In random  ssfciar.     The   stone  at  the  side   and  rear v/alls  are   - 

of   a   rough  sxurface   and   appears   as   though   It  v/as  used   as   it 

cfinie  from  the   quarry.     That  on tho  front  has  a. tooled  surfa.ee> 

worn  and  weathered  ^*=esi=^^==tiKr3^r^^s^=S3^s] since 

■i-> 10  houses  rare built.     The roof3 ware  origina.Il;y  covered 

with wood  shingles jbut  these have oeen replaced with a 

arenared  roofing rsanor  which adds color and  zest  to  the 

buildings.     In many instances  the windows  were  equipped .with 

Inverts-alien n ic 1 nought cut the f^cc t at so^c 

op lb'so onaar ^ro sti "i oc^Vuicd V ih>e dusco; 1 .us o* L\~ 

nv,n- ~ n-,x r'o^ris" r ; c^s- I (uiTr of the houses c r^ In s^lendjd 

ntfiLo  of  ^L^'e^ntlo     ^n "*  oc^   l^d^*    i'f   OwV    s  r^Tj  are 

f-rfc    & ^"'<r'   <• 
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